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Shimla: Holding the government encroachment eviction drive as arbitrary, Himalaya Nithi Abhiyan, a NGO, has opposed the
action as confrontationist as farmers struggling for livelihood on low yield farms had been duped into confessing the illegality on
affidavit after the governments assurance about regularizing encroached lands.

Ghuman Singh, convener Himalaya Nithi Abhiyan has asked the government to desist from evicting the about 3.50 lakhs farmers
from what has been classified as encroached lands.

Mentioning the governments regularization policy of 2002-03, Singh says, that farmers taken in by the governments assurance
over regularizing encroachments had obtained affidavits from over 1.60 lakh farmers. An additional 70,000 people have been
charged with encroaching upon forest lands, besides there were others also in the net. In all about 3.5 lakh families were
threatened with eviction, claimed Ghuman Singh.

Seeking implementation of the Forests Rights Act, 2006, the NGO says that unless the government is able to settle issues related
to traditional forests rights of people under the new act, issue of making evictions should not be taken up.

Nand Lal Sharma, president of Bhakra Outsees Welfare committee says that dam uprooted families who were rehabilitated on
government lands have been served eviction notices by the forest department.

Large parts of the state have been classified as forest lands, says Sharma, and famers after being promised ownerships of small
land encroachments were now rendered defenseless against law enforcing authorities on the very basis of the document sought
for handing out the promised land.

The NGO has also asked for handing over ownership of common forests to the community for management, conservation and
usage under the new forests rights act as the forest department by denying people their rights was pitching the people against the
authorities.
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1. Devinder K.Sharma says:
November 17, 2009 at 6:33 am

Vacation of encroachments all over has been a contentious issue. The number of encroachers increases as the time goes by.
Various utterances by the governments from time to time have only led to a spurt in encroachments as the law enforcement
machinery sits on the fence watching the action rather than getting into action. In Himachal Pradesh, the encroachments on
the forest lands, and fairly often on the reserve and protected forests, have led to depletion of the forest cover and made a
mockery of the forest department’s commitment to punish the guilty.

The number of encroachments brought out in the story tells that 3.50 lakh families are involved in some or other kind of
encroachment of government or forest lands. This number probably makes Himachal Pradesh a State of encroachers!
Nearly one third of all families are violators of trespass and illegal acquisition of public property. It certainly paints this
State and its docile people in bad light.

The State Government should without any further delay come to a finality in this matter and get appropriate court
directions to vacate encroachments and subsequently see if it has sufficient surplus land for allotment to the most deserving
and eligible landless people. Having implemented the land reform laws effectively once in the early 1970’s, the State has
the historical capability to deal with the issue.
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[...] original here: NGO asks Himachal Government to stop encroachment eviction drive ... This entry is filed under NGO.
You can follow any responses to this entry through the RSS 2.0 [...]

Reply

Leave a Reply
Name (required)
Mail (will not be published) (required)

Website

Ads by Google

. Job in Himachal

. Himachal Tourism

. Shimla Kullu Manali
. Manali Himachal

Shimla Weather

Google Translate

Select Language

Gadgets powered by Google

BREAKING NEWS

19:55 » Great Khali Calls Sachin Tendulkar ‘India’s Pride’

19:24 » Himachal Chief Minister Seeks Water Management Tech Transfer From Israel

18:11 » At Himachal University Convocation, Pranab Mukherjee advocates reforms for preserving autonomy
21:19 » NGO asks Himachal Government to stop encroachment eviction drive

20:16 » SAIL — NMDC jointly to develop Himachal limestone mines

NGO" A ﬁ‘\ mY HIMacHaL

Lo HOPE | Google

BT KEINACHAL SCHOLARSHIPS
JOIN Us 2009 || rusrcriEe now

b

http://himachal.us/2009/11/16/ngo-asks-himachal-government-to-stop-encroachment-... 11/19/2009



NGO asks Himachal Government to stop encroachment eviction drive | My Himachal =~ Page 4 of 5

OPINIONS

o amit chaudhary on Himachal Public service comm fixes HAS exam date

o Ajit Sharma on HISTORIC TOWN OF SUJANPUR TIRA IN HIMACHAL SUFFERS FROM GOVERNMENT
APATHY

e Devinder K.Sharma on At Himachal University Convocation, Pranab Mukherjee advocates reforms for preservin
autonomy

e Rishi on Himalayan Chief Ministers To Delibrate Climate Change At Shimla Conclave

o Himachal Chief Minister Seeks Water Management Tech Transfer From ... | H20 Report on Himachal Chief Minister
Seeks Water Management Tech Transfer From Israel

e All In One Information » NGO asks Himachal Government to stop encroachment eviction drive ... on NGO asks Himachal
Government to stop encroachment eviction drive

world of goodefl:ﬂ m

Health Insurance Car Donations

© Flickriver

E‘*"'

e Environment

http://himachal.us/2009/11/16/ngo-asks-himachal-government-to-stop-encroachment-... 11/19/2009



NGO asks Himachal Government to stop encroachment eviction drive | My Himachal =~ Page 5 of 5

Heavy snowfall on higher reaches of Himachal

Shimla: Heavy snowfall occurred on the high reaches of Himachal Pradesh as a...

e Himachal Writers

Himachal Guv. releases encyclopedic study book by Dr. Pramod Sharma

Prabha Rau, Governor released a book on Himachal titled ‘Himachal-The Paradise of India’...

e podcast

Awaz Pahadan Di: Episode 6

Welcome to our own podcast “Awaz Pahadan di”” Episode 6. Thank you very...

e Festivals

Oldest Trade Fair of Himachal, inaugurated

Rampur: The four-day long traditional and historical Lavi fair, which was once, a...

SUPPORT MY HIMACHAL CAUSE

SAVE THE WEAVER

patures
* Highest credit ratings- "AAA" by CARE and "MAAL" by ICRA P ICIC] Home Finance
# Interest rates among the best in the industry Ann .| Finedd Daprodies .
# Tenurs ranging from 1-7 years m n

Log in - Flickr - Orkut - YouTube - Twitter - Copyright © 2006-2009- My Himachal-Disclaimer

http://himachal.us/2009/11/16/ngo-asks-himachal-government-to-stop-encroachment-... 11/19/2009



